
Subject: [CoKoCon] CoKoCon 2022 is a Wrap - Thank You!
From: CoKoCon Mailing List <cokocon@cokocon.org>
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To: cokocon@cokocon.org

CoKoCon is your general science fiction/fantasy convention in the Phoenix, AZ metro
area with a focus on authors! Here's your update for Monday, September 19.

WE HAPPENED!

Well, it's been three years, but we finally happened again in person. The last time we
saw some of you was at CoKoCon 2019 which, because of COVID-19's ability to mess
with our internal clocks, seems like five both minutes ago and about ten years at the
same time.

It was fantastic to reconnect with so many people in person again, especially with
everyone clearly enjoying themselves so much. While many of us aren't ready to go
back to life as it was before the pandemic in every way and some aren't ready yet to
attend events again, the sheer joy that comes from a clan like ours meeting up again
was palpable.

Thank you so much for putting your trust in us to make an event happen in a safe and
socially distanced way. I hope we validated that trust at CoKoCon.

And thank you to everyone who helped make this event happen behind the scenes. We
couldn't do this without you.

Just for the record, our amazing Guests of Honor were Author GoH, Joseph Nassise;
Local Author GoH Linda Addison; Artist GoH Ave Rose (and drag king Sleazy Manzini);
and Filk GoH S. J. Tucker. Thank you for allowing us to honour you and for being so
fantastic throughout the convention!

We issued 221 badges, which is down on our first two years, but unsurprisingly so
given that this is our first in person convention after COVID and we were up against not
only Saboten Con, as is usual, but Worldcon and Tucson Comic-Con. Thank you all.

COVID CASES - ZERO REPORTED!

We've seen a lot of reports of COVID cases coming out of other conventions, whether
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they be of similar size to us or much larger. Some of them, perhaps unsurprisingly, had
no COVID policy in place, and became spreader events. Others had a very strict policy,
so strict that it was broadly ignored.

We tried to find a middle ground that would keep all members of CoKoCon as safe as
possible and it seems to have worked out, because our case count is... zero, as far as
we are aware. Not one positive case has been reported.

If you did attend CoKoCon and tested positive for COVID within the next week, please
let us know by e-mailing info@cokocon.org. For now, it seems like we found a good
balance and we couldn't be happier.

Because of this, we will continue our current policy into 2023.

CHARITY AUCTION AND DRAG SHOW

We are also very happy to announce the amounts that were raised at CoKoCon 2022
for charity.

Our official charity this year, as it will be at CoKoCon 2023, was the ADLA, the Animal
Defense League of Arizona. 100% of the money that was raised during our Charity
Auction will go to them and that amount was $756.

We also held a Drag Show that was insanely popular. While this was free for all
members of the convention, others could attend who donated $5 to the Joshua Tree
Feeding Program. A total of $212 was raised, including the tips donated by the
fantastic performers.

Both these charities do amazing work and we highly recommend that you check out
what they do and support them however you can.

The ADLA are at adlaz.org and the JTFP is at jtfp.org.

COKOCON 2023

Those of you who were able to attend CoKoCon 2022 will have seen that we had an ad
on the back of our program book cover for CoKoCon 2023 and a postcard in the swag
bags that we gave to all members.

We can happily add that the website for CoKoCon 2023 went live the day after
CoKoCon 2022 was over, complete with our line-up of Guests of Honor, online
membership sales, application forms for everything and even a schedule, albeit a
mostly bare one at this point, of course.

We'll introduce you to our Guests of Honor over future monthly newsletters, but we can
happily announce that...

Our Author GoH will be the the legendary Seanan McGuire.
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Our Local Author GoH, kindly sponsored by Arizona Fandom, will be the ever popular
Dr. Bruce Davis.
Our Author GoH, also kindly sponsored by Arizona Fandom, will be the astounding
andyvanoverberghe.
Our Filk GoHs, both kindly sponsored by the Phoenix Filk Circle, will be Margaret &
Kristoph.
Our Artist in Residence will be Gilead.

Memberships are currently $40 for adults (12+), $20 for youths (7-12) and FREE for
kids-in-tow (<7 at time of con, limited to 2 per adult member). You can find them on
our Memberships page.

Applications are live for Art Show, Dealers' Room, Fan Tables, Gamemasters, Room
Parties and Volunteers. Thanks to those who have already applied! Your enthusiasm is
catching and much appreciated!

Those interested in participating on panels and workshops should reach out to our
Programming team by e-mail.

CONVERSATIONS IN CONSUITE

September's Conversations was just held earlier today, earlier than usual, so you've
missed it, but we'll be in the ConSuite Video room on the CoKoCon Discord server
on October 23, from 2pm to 6pm.

Everyone's welcome to join us for good company and good conversation and another
genre trivia quiz.

Sunday, October 23 from 2pm to 6pm, Arizona time (MST).

If you've been to the CoKoCon Discord server before, such as to attend Virtual CoKoCon
2021, just click on our big C in Discord to go back there.

If you haven't, then run Discord and click on this invite link to get there.

If you don't want to download the client, just click on the same invite link to visit us in
your browser with reduced functionality.

THE NAMELESS ZINE AND CASFS BOOK SOCIAL

Don't forget that we're maintaining a calendar of all CoKoCon events, as well as others
from our sponsoring bodies, CASFS and WesternSFA.

The WesternSFA's monthly e-zine, The Nameless Zine, published its September issue
last week on Thursday 15th with many more sf/f book reviews. You can find them all at
thenamelesszine.org.

CASFS's monthly book social for September will be on Tuesday 20th when they will
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discuss The Kaiju Preservation Society by John Scalzi. As always, it will be at the
Fuddrucker's at 8941 N Black Canyon Hwy, Phoenix, AZ 85051. Randall will open up a
Zoom channel too from 7.00pm for those virtually attending with the link already at
the calendar linked below.

Our full calendar is on the CoKoCon website at cokocon.org/calendar.html.

GENERAL

CoKoCon is a general science fiction/fantasy convention jointly sponsored by CASFS
and WesternSFA. Our 2023 event will be held over the four day Labor Day weekend
(September 1-4, 2023) at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Phoenix Tempe at 2100 S
Priest Drive, Tempe, AZ 85282. Memberships are currently $40 (adult/12+), $20
(youth, 7-12) and FREE (kid-in-tow, <7) and online sales are open. Guests of Honor are
Seanan McGuire, Bruce Davis, andyvanoverberghe and Margaret & Kristoph. All details
are on our website.

Website: cokocon.org/
Facebook: facebook.com/CoKoCon/
Twitter: twitter.com/cokocon1/
YouTube: youtube.com/channel/UCMVs_NTbHzdjunawywAbovw
Address: PO Box 67457, Phoenix, AZ 85082

History page and archive of newsletters: cokocon.org/history.html.

NOTE

You're receiving this e-mail because you either attended a previous CoKoCon (or
CopperCon) and/or expressed interest in learning more about us ongoing.

If you wish to unsubscribe, you can do so in the CoKoCon Subscribers section of our
main Mailing List page.

To ensure that you get all our updates, please add us to your whitelist.

CoKoCon mailing list
CoKoCon@cokocon.org
http://mail.cokocon.org/mailman/listinfo/cokocon_cokocon.org
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